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October 11, 2019 

Mr. Fernando L. Fernandez 
Environmental Engineer 
VA Office of Construction and Facilities Management 
Washington D.C. 20420 
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RE: Scoping for Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery Expansion Phase IV 

Dear Mr. Fernando L. Fernandez: 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has received and reviewed the 
August 27, 2019, scoping request regarding the above-referenced project. 

Proiect Description 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is preparing an environmental 
assessment (EA) concerning the proposed expansion of the Dallas-Fort Worth (DFW) 
National Cemetery in Dallas County, Texas, in fulfillment of National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. The VA intends to construct and maintain additional 
internment areas (including crypts and columbariums), expand the existing 
administration building, construct public restrooms and honor guard building, and 
construct a pond to be used for irrigation within the DFWNational Cemetery Property. 
Temporary laydown and staging areas area also proposed. The disturbance footprint of 
the proposed action is approximately 80 acres, of which 67 acres is undeveloped. 

As the state agency with primary responsibility for protecting the state's fish and 
wildlife resources, in accordance with the authority granted by Parks and Wildlife Code 
§ 12.0011 and per coordination under the NEPA, TPWD hereby provides the following 
comments and recommendations to minimize potential adverse impacts to the state's 
fish and wildlife resources, including rare, threatened and endangered species, in the 
construction and maintenance of the proposed project. Please address the following 
recommendations in the EA. 

Federal Regulations 

Federal Regulations: Migratory Bird Treaty Act (META) 

The MBTA prohibits direct and affirmative purposeful actions that reduce migratory 
birds, their eggs, or their nests, by killing or capturing, to human control, except when 
specifically authorized by the Department of the Interior. This protection applies to 
most native bird species, including ground nesting species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) Migratory Bird Office can be contacted at (505) 248-7882 for more 
information on potential impacts to migratory birds. 

The project area contains primarily undeveloped woodlands that consist of a patchwork 
of native invasive deciduous woodlands invading native grassland habitats and 
oak/hardwood slope forest adjacent to a wooded riparian stream corridor. Within the 
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To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 
and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. 
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